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• Use Announcements in D2L

• Email Reminders with links to D2L items

• Request students set up Notifications in D2L

• Use due dates in D2L

• Setting up Intelligent Agents

• Be a good human.



McKinney et. al. (2006) reported that students’ 
“sense of community” substantially influenced 
student satisfaction with the course, their 
perception of learning, and their actual academic 
performance.

McKinney, J. P., McKinney, K. G., Franiuk, R., Schweitzer, J. (2006) The College 
classroom as a community: Impact on student attitudes and learning. College 
Teaching, 54(3), 281-284.







Provide asynchronous opportunities for students to 
interact and collaborate

o D2L Grouping Tool
o D2L Video/audio tools
o Flip (Flipgrid)
o Collaborative Notetaking

o Collaborative Quizzes
o Collaborative projects
o Discussion boards
o OneDrive or Google Docs
o Others Strategies?



• Have students upload a photo or image that represents 
them (in Zoom profile).

• Encourage them to use Zoom backgrounds; offer an extra 
credit point for the student who has the best background 
representing the reading/content for that week.  Use a 
student poll to decide.

• Have someone monitor the chat (chat ninja)

• Ask for feedback – like you really care



• Arrive early as you would to an on-ground class.      
Greet students as they arrive; show kindness,   empathy, 
care, concern (host at a party).

• Use Zoom annotation tools to create opportunities for 
students to interact, respond, have a voice.

• Use Zoom breakout rooms; assign introductions at first 
group meeting; give specific tasks; use collaborative 
document/template for task; keep groups stable for 3-4 
weeks.



Using the Screen annotation tool, list one strategy you’d like to 
incorporate into your hybrid, on ground or online class.



https://www.chronicle.com/interactives/advice-firstday
https://www.facultyfocus.com/tag/first-day-of-class/
http://www.thetattooedprof.com/2016/07/06/radical-hope-a-teaching-manifesto
https://faculty.saintleo.edu/teaching/active-learning
https://faculty.saintleo.edu/teaching/classroom-community

	Top Tips for the First Days of Class
	What We Will Discuss
	First Impressions
	Organization
	Organization�Syllabus
	Organization�Course Shell
	Organization�Planning Class
	Organization�Planning Class
	Interacting with the Slides
	Icebreakers
	Icebreakers
	Icebreakers
	Active Learning �General Strategies
	Active Learning �Strategies
	Communication
	Communication
	Communication Strategies that �Keep Student Connected
	Building Classroom Community
	How do you build a “sense of community” in your classroom ?
	On Ground Strategies
	Online/Asynchronous
	Virtual (Zoom) Strategies
	Virtual (Zoom) Strategies cont.
	1 Take-Away Strategy
	Additional Resources

